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CASCAS

Aulacaspis yasumatsuiAulacaspis yasumatsui TakagiTakagi
Found in Miami in 1996.Found in Miami in 1996.
Females produce more than 100 eggs.Females produce more than 100 eggs.
Hatch into crawlers within 14 days.Hatch into crawlers within 14 days.
Roughly 35Roughly 35--40 days to new generation.40 days to new generation.
Commonly confused with false oleander Commonly confused with false oleander 
scale.scale.



CASCAS

SystematicsSystematics
HemipteraHemiptera (Order)(Order)
CoccoideaCoccoidea ((SuperfamilySuperfamily))
DiaspididaeDiaspididae (Family)(Family)

DiaspidinaeDiaspidinae (Subfamily)(Subfamily)
Aulacaspis yasumatsuiAulacaspis yasumatsui



Field IdentificationField Identification



DiaspidinaeDiaspidinae Armored ScalesArmored Scales
Field SpecimensField Specimens

Armor:Armor:
Made of previous cast skins and secreted Made of previous cast skins and secreted 
waxeswaxes..
Aids in protection.Aids in protection.

Adult females: Legless, located underneath Adult females: Legless, located underneath 
armorarmor

Armor will look similar to a white teardrop Armor will look similar to a white teardrop 
with a golden to brown apex.with a golden to brown apex.



Shed exoskeleton, will 
appear golden to brown.

Wax cover will be 
white.









Pseudaulacaspis cockerelli (False Oleander Scale)

Looks very similar to CAS but the female cover is generally more oyster-shell 
shaped and the wax portion of the cover tends to appear thicker than that of CAS.



Taxonomic IdentificationTaxonomic Identification



How are Scale Insects Identified?How are Scale Insects Identified?

Some may be tentatively identified in the Some may be tentatively identified in the 
field using characteristics of: shape of field using characteristics of: shape of 
female, shape of female or male armor, female, shape of female or male armor, 
shape of male, host, and feeding location on shape of male, host, and feeding location on 
host.host.
Most specimens must be slideMost specimens must be slide--mounted for mounted for 
confirmatory diagnosis.confirmatory diagnosis.
Most taxonomic keys rely on the Most taxonomic keys rely on the Adult Adult 
femalefemale life stage.life stage.



Key Characters
Gland Spines

Macroducts

Lobes

Perivulvular Pores





Key Characters for CAS and Key Characters for CAS and 
False Oleander ScaleFalse Oleander Scale

CharacterCharacter CASCAS False Oleander False Oleander 
ScaleScale

Median Lobes Median Lobes 
Yoked TogetherYoked Together

YesYes YesYes

Thorax and Head Thorax and Head 
Wider than Wider than 
AbdomenAbdomen

YesYes NoNo

Somewhat Somewhat 
Elongate Body Elongate Body 
ShapeShape

NoNo YesYes



Aulacaspis yasumatsui

Rectangular shaped head 
and thorax



Two, two barred ducts present in illustration. However, there is a range in the 
original description of 1-3 ducts present in this area.



Pseudaulacaspis cockerelli
(Cooley)

Wide host range, common on 
Cycas revoluta in Florida.

Distribution (outdoor): AL, AR, 
FL, GA, HI, LA, TX



Aulacaspis rosae (Bouche)

Common on roses

Distribution: AR, CA, CT, DC, 
FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, 
MA, MD, MI, MO, MS, NC, NH, 
NJ, NM, NY, OH, OR, PA, SC, 
TX, UT, VA, WA, WY, WV

R.J. Gill

http://www.sel.barc.usda.gov:591/scale_slide/FMPro?-db=slide%20pictures.fp5&-format=detail.htm&-lay=layout%20%231&-sortfield=unsorted&Family=*&Genus=Aulacaspis&-max=5&-recid=33903&-find=


Aulacaspis tubercularis
Newstead

Polyphagous but not a 
common species.

Distribution: FL



Questions???Questions???
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