
Communication and EducationCommunication and Education

Summary of today’s material
Wildland finds only in CA and OR, but risk 
across Pacific Northwest and Eastern forests
Important role of nursery industry
Regulations and BMPs play a role in reducing 
spread

What you can do…



Diagnosis and SamplingDiagnosis and Sampling



Sample referral and submissionSample referral and submission

In some states, only the State or federal 
regulatory officials will be collecting the 
specimens.

Contact your county extension agent or 
supervisor to find out who is authorized to 
collect suspect samples in your county.



Sample referral criteriaSample referral criteria

Only focus on plants likely to be infected by 
Phytophthora ramorum:

Affected plant is on host list and purchased since 2002, or 
is near a recently purchased host plant
Symptoms are consistent with Phytophthora ramorum
Most important species to watch are Rhododendron and 
Camellia

Screening questions: www.ncipm.org/sod

Symptom photos: www.suddenoakdeath.org

http://www.ncipm.org/sod
http://www.suddenoakdeath.org/


CommunicationCommunication

Submit the suspect sample to:
County Extension Specialist/Farm Advisor
Master Gardener
Other state designated representative

Avoid alarming behavior. Don’t jump to 
conclusions.

Wait for lab result
Maintain confidentiality



Collecting a sampleCollecting a sample

Collect leaves that 
show various stages 
of symptom 
development.

Take pictures of 
symptoms and 
environment.



Packaging a samplePackaging a sample

Place sample on a dry 
paper towel. Double bag 
and seal the sample in 
zippable bags.

If shipping, use a crush 
proof box with seams 
sealed completely with 
tape.

Be sure to include the 
sample submission form 
required by your state.



Delivering a sampleDelivering a sample

Contact the sample recipient.

Samples must be fresh and in good condition.

Rapid delivery is critical –
no Friday shipments.



Sampling remindersSampling reminders

The accuracy of a disease diagnosis can 
only be as good as the sample and 
information provided.

Sample must be representative of 
symptoms and severity in the field and must 
contain the right material.

Sanitation and chain of custody are 
important.



Diagnostics: laboratory testsDiagnostics: laboratory tests

There are three detection 
methods:

Antibody test (ELISA)
Plating on selective media
DNA (PCR)

Lab tests are relatively 
expensive and time 
consuming so good 
screening is essential to 
maximize resources.

ELISA

Plating

PCR

Photo: Natalie Goldberg, New Mexico State University



Education and OutreachEducation and Outreach



California Oak Mortality Task ForceCalifornia Oak Mortality Task Force

Coordinates California’s Sudden 
Oak Death program: Keeps media, 
legislators, and public up-to-date 
on current developments.

1000+ members from 80 public 
agencies, non-profits, universities, 
private and special interest 
groups…and runs on consensus.



Website & NewsletterWebsite & Newsletter

www.suddenoakdeath.orgwww.suddenoakdeath.org



PublicationsPublications



Training Sessions & MeetingsTraining Sessions & Meetings

Training sessions:
March 8, 2006
April 26, 2006

Management meeting: 
March 21, 2006

Research Symposium:
Winter 2006-07 



For More InformationFor More Information

APHIS: 
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/ispm/sod

California Oak Mortality Task Force:
www.suddenoakdeath.org

NCIPM:
www.ncipm.org/sod



Contact InformationContact Information

Janice Alexander
jalexander@ucdavis.edu
415.499.4204

Jennifer Parke
Jennifer.Parke@oregonstate.edu
541.737.8170

Jonathan Jones
jmjones@aphis.usda.gov
301.734.5038

mailto:jalexander@ucdavis.edu
mailto:Jennifer.Parke@oregonstate.edu
mailto:jmjones@aphis.usda.gov
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Questions???Questions???
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