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UH Termite Project:
Educate to Eradicate

• Classroom Education Grades: K-3, 4-6, 7&8
– Concept Surveys
– Prevention Worksheet & Home 
– Inspection Form
– Sharing Knowledge Project

• Teacher Workshops
• Adult Education Seminars

Termite Education + Community Awareness 
= Statewide Suppression



Hawaii Schools





Termite Project Schools 
2003-2006

Semester Number of 
Schools

Number of 
students

Number of 
Teachers

2nd Time 
Teachers

3rd Time 
Teachers

Fall 2003 2 210 6 0 0
Spring 2004 9 655 27 0 0
Fall 2004 11 551 19 0 0
Spring 2005 9 672 11 9 0
Fall 2005 8 486 8 8 3
Spring 2006* 11 605 14 5 5
Total 50 3179 85 22 8

* Schools scheduled for 2006



Professional Development 
Workshop for Teachers

• Termite 101 Lecture (4 hrs)
• A Day of a Termite Researcher (6 hrs)
• Teaching Science/Science as Inquiry 

(6 hrs)
• Classroom Implementation (45hrs)
• Consultation/Wrap Up Meeting (4 hrs)
• Teacher Portfolios for PDERI Credit 

Review
– Professional Development & Educational 

Research Institute



Adult Education Seminar





Termite Topics

Teaching material developed to meet Hawaii State science education standards

• Insect Diversity & Classification
• Scientific Observations
• Termite Biology & Life cycle
• Social vs. Non-social Insects
• Termite Castes
• Termite Identification 
• Termite Dissection & Microscope 

techniques
• Termite Prevention & Control



Termite Lessons Grades K-3

• Insect Jar Observation
– Scientific observation of mystery insect

• Insect Body Parts (sing along)
– Head, thorax, abdomen… & legs & eyes 

& antenna

• Termite Crafts
– Termite sand art, build a sponge insect, 

termite ohana mobile

• Tammy’s Termite Tale
– Tammy tells the termite family’s story

• Termite Exploration
– Insect jar breakdown & exploration



Termite Lessons Grades 4-6
• Insect Jar Observation

– Scientific observation of mystery insect

• Insect Imposters
– Insects are arthropods, are all arthropods 

insects?

• Termite Crafts
– Termite sand art, build an insect, termite 

ohana mobile

• Termite Communication
– Nest odor & secret chemical message.

• Termite Exploration
– Insect jar breakdown & exploration

• Termite Prevention & Control
– Prevention Worksheet



Termite Lessons Grades 7 & 8
• Insect Jar Scientific Observations

– Observe mystery insect, ask questions, conduct 
internet searches & develop hypothesis.

• Termite Biology
– PowerPoint presentation on termite biology & 

identification.

• Gut Protozoa Extraction
– Dissect termites and develop microscope skills.

• Population Estimate
– White & red beans simulate MRR, calculate 

population.

• Trail Following & Scent Communication
– Watch trail following DVD, form hypothesis & 

discuss chemical communication

• Termite Prevention & Control
– Discussion of prevention & control methods.  

Prevention worksheet.



Home Inspection Worksheet

• Students take 
home and 
complete the 
Home Inspection 
Worksheet with 
parents



Sharin
g th
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Termite Presentations/Skits



Sharing Knowledge:
Palama Settlement Termite Prevention Flyer

High risk students share their 
knowledge with elders.



“After having completed several 
partnerships with various organizations on 

Oahu, the Termite Project was the best 
partnership I have participated in.

I would recommend this program to any 
teacher.”

Brett Kewish

Kahuku High School, Oahu



“The children all commented about how 
much fun it was to work with their parents 
on the project and actually spend one on 

one time with them. That was very special 
for them. They also felt very grown up 
being able to teach their parents about 

termites. This is such a worthy project!!”

Betty Brask

Kihei, Maui

2nd Grade Teacher
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