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Why Golf Courses?
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Why Golf Courses?
• Or this?

The Golf Center of Palm Desert, CA



Harbor Links Golf Course, NY

Why Golf Courses?
• When carefully constructed and managed, golf 

courses can be successfully blended with the 
natural environment to preserve natural habitat 
and provide a community asset. 



Why Golf Courses?
1. Golf has specific environmental issues and 

opportunities that are shared with other 
developed properties.

2. Many individuals look at golf courses as an 
ideal landscape.



Why Golf Courses?
• They are destinations.



The Outreach Possibilities
• Over 2000 Golf Courses in Environmental 

Programs
• Over 900 Certified Golf Courses



Six Environmental Focus Areas

• Environmental Planning
• Wildlife and Habitat 

Management
• Chemical Use Reduction 

and Safety
• Water Conservation
• Water Quality Management
• Outreach and Education

Congressional Country Club, MD



Results: Enhanced Wildlife Habitat
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Results: Environmental staff training 
sessions conducted per year
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Results: Improved IPM Implementation
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Results: Improved IPM Implementation
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Results: Improved Best Management 
Practices

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

Shoreline Turfgrass Mowed 
at 3" or more

Before After
Grand Harbor Golf Club, FL



Results: Environmental Outcomes
• 69% decreased water 

usage (average 
savings: 1.9 million 
gallons/year/course)

• 75% reduced pesticide 
costs

• 86% increased efforts 
to monitor water quality

• 89% emphasize native 
plants when 
landscaping as a result 
of ACSP participation

Butterflyweed and yarrow at 
Bethpage State Park, NY



Outreach and Education
• Communicate Environmental 

Commitment

• Educate Others

• Provide Volunteer 
Opportunities

• Use Community Resources

Rockland Country Club, NY



Outreach and Education
• Communicate Environmental 
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• Provide Volunteer 
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Rockland Country Club, NY



Community Resources
Resource Advisory Group
• Provide expert advice
• Assist with projects
• Recruit volunteers
• Drum up support and publicity
• Solicit sponsorships and donations



Outreach and Education
• 500+ Conservation 

Organizations
• Site Visits and Tours

EPA Environmental Performance 
Track Site Visit, Colonial Acres 
Golf Course, NY

Sports Turf Research Institute Visit, 
Westchester Country Club, NY



Ways to Tell Your Story
• Passive Storytelling

• Signs
• Displays
• Newsletter Articles
• Press Releases
• Marketing Materials

• Active Storytelling
• Tours
• Presentations
• Events



Communication - Signs



Communication - Signs



Communication - Displays

Schuyler Meadows Club, NY



Communication - Displays



Displays – Bring the Outdoors In



Cart Signs



Digital Cart Signs



Nature Trail



.

Nature Trails



Newsletter Articles 



Seasonal Newsletters



Handouts



Brochures



Wildlife Guides



Booklets



Communication – Events



Communication – Events

Stonebridge G&CC,  ON – Fall Fun Day



Communication

North Shore Country Club, IL
Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary



Links as Labs
• Links as Labs brings high-school students to 

golf courses to test ground water, take soil 
samples, view wildlife and learn about their 
ecological surroundings.

Removing Japanese knotweed at Glendale Country Club, WA



Links as Labs

Local school group measuring water flow



Links as Labs



FedEx Fore!Ever Campaign/Live Green!

Mosholu Golf Course, Bronx



Variety of Projects



Turfgrass Projects

Learning about aeration

Resodding



Tying it all together



Covered K – 12 Age Groups



and more…

Hank Haney, PGA Professional

Mayor of Fort Worth

Corporate Sponsor Volunteers



Atlanta Course Improvement Day
• During the wrap-up session, several children 

expressed a feeling of liberating joy to learn 
that they could “plant something”.  They are 
eagerly watching the growth process.



Why Golf Courses?
• Golf courses can provide both the canvas 

and the model for environmental 
stewardship.

Mosholu Golf Course, Bronx



What project do you 
have that can be 
conducted on and 
promoted through 
golf courses?
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