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Mile-a-minute Weed
Persicaria perfoliata

(formerly Polygonum perfoliatum)

Vines growing along a street in Westport, CT



 Vines form dense
barbed thatch

 Triangular leaves, 
saucer-shaped bracts

 Sharp spines on stems, 
under leaves

 Blue fruits in clusters
 Animal dispersed

Mile-a-minute Weed



2014
• Educational outreach
• Biological control project
• Survey areas near confirmed sites
• Pulling parties and other control methods 





Mile-a-minute Weed Biological Control  
Mile-a-minute Weevil (Rhinoncomimus latipes)

Donna Ellis (Univ. of CT) and Carole Cheah (CT 
Agricultural Experiment Station)

• Funded in part by USDA APHIS PPQ
• Weevils provided by NJ Dept. of Ag and Univ. of RI

• Widely distributed in mid-Atlantic since 2006
• 2009-14: 41,436 weevils released in CT in 18 towns

- Bridgewater - Roxbury
- Fairfield          - Southington
- Greenwich      - Sprague
- Middlefield    - Stamford
- New Milford    - Stonington
- Newtown - Stratford
- North Haven - Westport
- Norwalk - Wilton
- Ridgefield - Woodbury



Map by Emmett Varricchio, VL CAES

Towns with MAM detections

R. latipes release sites

Dispersals            Release sites

Connecticut  Rhinoncomimus latipes release sites 2009-2014 

Dispersals



SpragueGreenwich

North Haven Stamford



Mile-a-minute Weed Biological Control
2009-2014

Adult weevil Feeding damage



Releasing beneficial weevils for
mile-a-minute biological control



The weevils begin feeding on mile-a-minute
leaves as soon as they are released.



Monitoring
release sites



Mile-a-minute vine monitoring site



Mile-a-Minute Weed Biological Control
Release Sites

Westport

1,000
Weevils



Mile-a-Minute Weed Biological Control
Release Sites

Wilton

1,000
Weevils



Mile-a-Minute Weed Biological Control
Release Sites

Ridgefield

1,500
Weevils



Mile-a-Minute Weed Biological Control
Release Sites

Stratford
1,000

Weevils





Feeding damage on mile-a-minute
vines by the beneficial weevils



Rhinoncomimus
weevil







Pulling Parties
Sprague 2011-2012



Carole Cheah shows the beneficial weevils to reporters 
before releasing them in Norwalk



The Independent Day School, Middlefield   Sept. 12, 2013



Bridgewater, CT
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Weevil Prevalence from 5' Count for Bridgewater
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Weevil Feeding Damage for Bridgewater

Feeding damage:
0 = none
1 = low
2 = medium
3 = high
4 = defoliated



Stamford, CT
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Weevil Prevelance from 5' Count for Stamford: Rockrimmon D
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Weevil Feeding Damage for Stamford: Rockrimmon D

Feeding 
damage:
0 = none
1 = low
2 = medium
3 = high
4 = defoliated



Greenwich, CT
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Weevil Feeding Damage for Greenwich: Bruce Park

Feeding damage:
0 = none
1 = low
2 = medium
3 = high
4 = defoliated
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Weevil Prevalence from 5' Count for Greenwich: Bruce Park



Educational outreach materials available from UConn



Mile-a-minute vine information is available on the
CT Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG) website:  

www.mam.uconn.edu



For more information:
Donna Ellis
UConn Dept. of Plant Science & Landscape Architecture
donna.ellis@uconn.edu
860-486-6448
www.mam.uconn.edu
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