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School IPM Depends on Effective 
Partnerships! 
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School IPM Partnerships 
• Northeast School IPM Working Group 
• Midwest Pesticide Action Center and IKE 
• U.S. EPA Region 5 
 
Goal: Excellent Environmental Health and Safety that 
Supports Learning 
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Northeast School IPM Working Group 

• 45 members: wide representation of 
organizations, gov. agencies, universities, 
consultants, schools from 12 Northeast 
states and District of Columbia.  

• Funded 2009-2013 by NE IPM Center. 
Leveraged additional funding from various 
sources. 

• Continues to collaborate and network via 
listserv, website, and ongoing projects. 



School IPM Demos, Workshops, Assessments 

Demos: RI, NH, VT 
Workshops: 

RI, CT, MA, ME, NY, PA, VT, 
NH, MD 

Assessments:  
• National School IPM Survey 

(IPM Institute of N.A.) 
• IPM and Asthma Metrics 

Demo (IPM Institute of N.A.) 
• CT Turf Quality Assessment 

Tool 
• NYSIPM 8 School IPM 

Metrics Demo 
• Workshop participant 

surveys 
• Working Group Impact 

Assessments (NE IPM Center) 
 
 



Developed and Piloted Tools for School 
IPM Implementation NEIPMC.org 

Environmental Management System 
IPM Planner 
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Teaching IPM to the Next Generation 
of Earth’s Stewards 

• IPM education offers: 
o STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Math) education  

o Environmental education and 
stewardship 

oProject-based learning and service-
learning opportunities 

oCareer training 

o Supports IPM implementation on 
properties 

oCommunity engagement 
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How Can we Improve IPM Literacy? 

• Established regional stakeholder advisory group 
• Conducted regional survey of teachers (N = 387) 
• Opportunities: 

‒ Teachers felt IPM is relevant and important  
‒ Want hands-on activities and lessons 

oBarriers: 
‒ Unaware that lessons were available 
‒ Lack the necessary knowledge to teach IPM 
‒ Standards-driven teaching schedule allows little 

flexibility 
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Provide Easily Accessible Lessons and 
Resources 

Promotional 
Brochure 

Website 
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Developed Lessons 

• Five Greenhouse 
IPM lessons 
(grades 9-12)  

• Bed bug lesson 
(grades 3-5) 



Teacher Training and Classroom 
Demonstrations 
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Outreach to Teachers and Youth at Events 

• Sustainability and Stewardship Events 
• Science Education Events 
• Gardening/Agriculture Events 
• Community Events 

 



Surveyed Teachers Again 

In what type of school do you teach? 

2009 
% 

2013 
% 

Private K-12 school 4.7 4.8 

Public K-12 school 76.0 72.0 

Environmental or 
outdoor education 
school or center 

4.9 6.0 

Technical education 
school 2.1 3.0 

other 12.4 14.3 
Number Responding 387 168 
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Survey Results 
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Should young people be 
introduced to IPM concepts? 

2009

2013
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How Many IPM Lessons are you 
Willing to Teach? 

2009

2013



Survey Findings 
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Teacher Training is Critical 
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Partnerships to Engage Educators  
Like us on Facebook! 

Literacy Plan 

Promo 
Video 
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www.neipmc.org 
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K-12 Education Project Collaborators 

Lyn Garling, 
PA IPM  

Amber 
Brunskill, 
PA IPM 

Donna 
Ellis, 
UCONN 

Carol 
Westinghouse, 
Informed Green 
Solutions, VT 

Lynn Braband, 
NYSIPM 

MaryBeth 
Bennett, WVU 

Ed Crow, MD 

Dept Agriculture 

http://www.northeastipm.org/index.cfm

